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Press release - 4 November 2011

8 Spruce Street - Beekman Tower wins Structural Project of the Year 2011
 at World Architecture Festival Awards 

- ‘Landmark project for New York Skyline’ -
8 Spruce Street - Beekman Tower, New York, USA, designed by renowned architect Frank Gehry, has won the ‘Structural Project of the Year 2011’ award at the prestigious World Architecture Festival (WAF) Awards in Barcelona with the prize going to UK engineer WSP Cantor Seinuk.
The presentation of the WAF Awards took place during the largest global celebration of architecture - the World Architecture Festival, which took place at the Centre Convencions International Barcelona (CCIB) this week. 
This 76-story mixed-use tower, consisting of high end residential apartments, a public school and health facilities, redefines the skyline of Downtown Manhattan with its undulating, asymmetrical steel curtain wall comprised of steel and glass that crinkles to replicate folds in a piece of fabric and gives the building a sense of movement. The building uses low-level transfer slabs and ultra high-strength concrete to create open space at its lower level, whilst cantilevers maximise the size of floor plates at its higher levels.
The winning project was selected from a shortlist of nine projects by a super-jury of the world's most influential architectural and urban designers, led by the distinguished Michael Sorkin.

The jury commended the project, saying “The Beekman Tower is a landmark project as it is the first significant high-rise building to be built in New York post 9/11. Considerable structural challenges were overcome by the construction team to deliver a tower which includes residential, school and hospital facilities. Coupling Frank Gehry’s visionary design with cutting-edge engineering, it stands as an excellent example of world-class architecture.”
In the same category, the Super Jury highly commended the Shanghai Apple Store, China, designed by Bohlin Cywinski Jackson, USA, with engineer Eckersley O'Callaghan. This building is Apple’s dramatic entry into Shaghai for its retail business. The flagship store at the centre of the Pudong district in Shanghai is accessed via a stunning 13 meter high glass cylinder which made from the world’s largest toughened glass panels.
The WAF Awards see unsung local buildings take on internationally acclaimed projects in what is the world’s biggest architecture contest. Unlike other architectural competitions, architects present their work in front of leading industry judges and a live public audience as they compete for the accolade of ‘World Building of the Year’, ‘Future Project of the Year’ and ‘Structural Project of the Year’.

This is the 4th year the World Architecture Festival Awards have been presented. Previous winners include ‘World Building of the Year 2008’ - Luigi Bocconi University, Milan, designed by Irish practice Grafton Architects; ‘World Building of the Year 2009’ - Mapungubwe Interpretation Centre in South Africa, designed by Peter Rich Architects of Johannesburg, and ‘World Building of the Year 2010’ - MAXXI (National Museum of the 21st Century Arts) in Rome, designed by Zaha Hadid Architects.
For more information visit: www.worldarchitecturefestival.com
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For further press information on the World Architecture Festival Awards contact: 

Alexandra King at FTI on +44(0)7730 092 459 or alexandra.king@fticonsulting.com
Philip Sorensen at FTI on +44 (0)7715 853 807 or philip.sorensen@fticonsulting.com
Joanna Spinks at FTI on +44 (0)7855 084 713 or joanna.spinks@fticonsulting.com 
Twitter: @worldarchfest #WAF2011
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/World-Architecture-Festival/123635294356986
Notes to editors
1. The World Architecture Festival Awards 2011 ‘super-jury’:

· Michael Sorkin, Principal of the Michael Sorkin Studio, New York;

· Jo Noero, Principal of Noero Wolff Architects, Cape Town;

· Professor Kongjian Yu, Principal of Turenscape, Beijing, a double category winner in previous WAF awards

· Tim Macfarlane, Design Partner, Dewhurst Macfarlane and Partners, UK
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