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Memorial House Todor Proski in Macedonia wins
People’s Choice Award at WAF 2011

· Project receives over 15,000 public votes –

Memorial House Todor Proski, in Krushevo, Macedonia, designed by Syndicate studio, Skopje, Macedonia, has won the OpenBuildings People’s Choice Award at this year’s World Architecture Festival (WAF) 2011, in Barcelona from 2nd - 4th November. 
The introduction of the OpenBuildings People’s Choice Award, which is supported by OpenBuildings.com, is a new addition to WAF 2011. It provided an opportunity for the public with a keen interest in architecture to pick their favourite building among the 281 projects that were shortlisted for the world’s biggest architectural competition – the WAF Awards 2011. 
More than 100,000 votes were cast by the public and 12,000 ‘Shares’ on Facebook during the competition with the Memorial House Todor Proski receiving over 15,000 votes to help it triumph to take the top prize. The OpenBuildings People Choice award became the 400th most trafficked site in Macedonia during the voting and the project went viral with 4000 Likes and Shares in one day. It even beat off hacking attempts to affect the results from China.
The OpenBuildings People’s Choice Award is the first major award where the public and not just industry insiders voted for the building they think deserved to win. The public choice contrasted to the opinions of some of the world’s most regarded architects, who chose Media-TIC, Barcelona, Spain, designed by Cloud 9, Spain as the winner of the prestigious WAF Award ‘World Building of the Year 2011’.
Critiquing the public’s choice the WAF Jury said: “Memorial House Todor Proski is a good clear concept, that is well executed, and begins to do justice to the memory and legacy of a charismatic singer and cultural icon in eastern Europe.” 

Highly Commended was awarded to second place Museum of Memory and Tolerance, Mexico, designed by Arditti + RDT Arquitectos, Mexico. 

Critiquing the runner up the WAF Jury said: “Museum of Memory and Tolerance is an astonishingly accomplished project, where architecture nurtures, represents and shapes the experience of two complex abstract ideas. It does justice to the vision of two young women who had the original vision. In its balance of the tectonic and the curatorial, it indicates possible new directions for museum design, as well as stressing the important and not always easy relationship between memory and tolerance.”
To view both project images and information visit: 
http://openbuildings.com/buildings/memorial-house-todor-proeski-profile-40439 

 http://openbuildings.com/buildings/museum-of-memory-and-tolerance-profile-40298 
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 For further press information on the World Architecture Festival Awards contact: 

Alexandra King at FTI on +44(0)7730 092 459 or alexandra.king@fticonsulting.com
Philip Sorensen at FTI on +44 (0)7715 853 807 or philip.sorensen@fticonsulting.com
Joanna Spinks at FTI on +44 (0)7855 084 713 or joanna.spinks@fticonsulting.com 
Twitter: @worldarchfest
  #WAF2011
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/World-Architecture-Festival/123635294356986 
