[image: WAF-2011-LOGO-NEW]
Press release - 2 November 2011

Stanton Williams wins World’s Best Learning Building
 at World Architecture Festival Awards 2011

Sainsbury Laboratory, United Kingdom, designed by Stanton Williams World’s Best Learning Building’ award at the prestigious World Architecture Festival (WAF) Awards 2011. 

The presentation of the WAF Awards are taking place during the largest global celebration of architecture - the World Architecture Festival, which is being held at the Centre Convencions International Barcelona (CCIB) this week.

The Sainsbury Laboratory is an 11,000 sq.m. plant science research centre set in the University of Cambridge’s Botanic Garden, and brings together world-leading scientists in a working environment of the highest quality. The design reconciles complex scientific requirements with the need for a piece of architecture that also responds to its landscape setting.

The building was selected by a panel of esteemed architects and designers, beating off competition from a shortlist of 17 entries.

The jury commended the project, saying “This project connects building and landscape in a poetic and meaningful way. It is beautifully considered in terms of its human scale, and for activities for research and learning. The choice of materials display a profound tactile sense.”

Speaking at the WAF Awards 2011 Paul Finch, WAF Programme Director, said: “The World Architecture Festival is the world's largest, live, truly inclusive and interactive global architectural awards programme. Attracting entries from internationally renowned practices to small local architects, the stellar quality of this year’s designs demonstrates their commitment to designing the world’s most exciting buildings. This year we’ve attracted more entries than ever before, with over 700 submissions from 66 different countries. Our congratulations go to the winners for a truly accomplished project.” 

This is the 4th year the World Architecture Festival Awards have been presented, and by the end of the awards 38 WAF Awards will have been announced across the three main sections of Completed Buildings, Structural Design and Future Projects. The Festival culminates with the announcement of the prestigious ‘World Building of the Year 2011’ award.

Previous winners include ‘World Building of the Year 2008’ - Luigi Bocconi University, Milan, designed by Irish practice Grafton Architects; ‘World Building of the Year 2009’ - Mapungubwe Interpretation Centre in South Africa, designed by Peter Rich Architects of Johannesburg, and ‘World Building of the Year 2010’ - MAXXI (National Museum of the 21st Century Arts) in Rome, designed by Zaha Hadid Architects.

The WAF Awards see unsung local buildings take on internationally acclaimed projects in what is the world’s biggest architecture contest. Unlike other architectural competitions, architects present their work in front of leading industry judges and a live public audience as they compete for the accolade of ‘World Building of the Year’. 

For more information visit: www.worldarchitecturefestival.com

Ends

For further press information on the World Architecture Festival Awards contact: 
Alexandra King at FTI on +44(0)7730 092 459 or alexandra.king@fticonsulting.com
Philip Sorensen at FTI on +44 (0)7715 853 807 or philip.sorensen@fticonsulting.com
Joanna Spinks at FTI on +44 (0)7855 084 713 or joanna.spinks@fticonsulting.com 

Twitter: #waf2011
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/World-Architecture-Festival/142946642382952 

Notes to editors
1. The World Architecture Festival Awards 2011 ‘super-jury’:
· Michael Sorkin, Principal of the Michael Sorkin Studio, New York;
· Ben van Berkel, Co-founder of UNStudio, Rotterdam;
· Jo Noero, Principal of Noero Wolff Architects, Cape Town;
· Odile Decq, Principal of ODBC, Paris;
· Professor Kongjian Yu, Principal of Turenscape, Beijing, a double category winner in previous WAF awards
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