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Press release - 3 November 2011

Architectenbureau Koen van Velsen wins World’s Best Health Building
 at World Architecture Festival Awards 2011

- “exemplary in its achievement to show what good design and imagination can bring to the healing process” –
Rehabilitation Centre Groot Klimmendaal, The Netherlands, designed by Architectenbureau Koen van Velsen, has won the ‘World’s Best Health Building’ award at the prestigious World Architecture Festival (WAF) Awards 2011. 

The presentation of the WAF Awards are taking place during the largest global celebration of architecture - the World Architecture Festival, which is being held at the Centre Convencions International Barcelona (CCIB) this week.

The Centre presents a welcoming and open environment, offering a natural habitat for care whilst still allowing plenty of opportunity for other activities. The double-height ground floor at entrance level facilitates the rehabilitation process with a sports and fitness facility including a swimming pool, and also a restaurant and theatre. As well as patients, family members and members of the local community (schools, theatre groups etc) are invited to use these facilities on a regular basis. The meandering facade of the building allows the forest inside the building. 
The building was selected by a panel of esteemed architects and designers beating off competition from a shortlist of six entries. 

The jury commended the project, saying “The jury welcomed the project as a very thoughtful and beautiful building. Its relationship to the landscape and how it brings the forest inside was particulary commended, as was the openness of the facility to the local community. The project is exemplary in its achievement to show what good design and imagination can bring to the healing process.”
Speaking at the WAF Awards 2011 Paul Finch, WAF Programme Director, said: “The World Architecture Festival is the world's largest, live, truly inclusive and interactive global architectural awards programme. Attracting entries from internationally renowned practices to small local architects, the stellar quality of this year’s designs demonstrates their commitment to designing the world’s most exciting buildings. This year we’ve attracted more entries than ever before, with over 700 submissions from 66 different countries. Our congratulations go to the winners for a truly accomplished project.” 

This is the 4th year the World Architecture Festival Awards have been presented, and by the end of the awards 38 WAF Awards will have been announced across the three main sections of Completed Buildings, Structural Design and Future Projects. The Festival culminates with the announcement of the prestigious ‘World Building of the Year 2011’ award.

Previous winners include ‘World Building of the Year 2008’ - Luigi Bocconi University, Milan, designed by Irish practice Grafton Architects; ‘World Building of the Year 2009’ - Mapungubwe Interpretation Centre in South Africa, designed by Peter Rich Architects of Johannesburg, and ‘World Building of the Year 2010’ - MAXXI (National Museum of the 21st Century Arts) in Rome, designed by Zaha Hadid Architects.
The WAF Awards see unsung local buildings take on internationally acclaimed projects in what is the world’s biggest architecture contest. Unlike other architectural competitions, architects present their work in front of leading industry judges and a live public audience as they compete for the accolade of ‘World Building of the Year’. 

For more information visit: www.worldarchitecturefestival.com
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