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Press release - 4 November 2011

Hanimaadhoo International Airport wins Future Project of the Year 2011
 at World Architecture Festival Awards 

- “It’s so joyous some holiday-makers may not want to leave the airport!” -
Hanimaadhoo International Airport, Maldives, designed by Integrated Design Associates Limited, Hong Kong, has won the ‘Future Project of the Year 2011’ award at the prestigious World Architecture Festival (WAF) Awards in Barcelona. 
The presentation of the WAF Awards took place during the largest global celebration of architecture - the World Architecture Festival, which took place at the Centre Convencions International Barcelona (CCIB) this week. 
The new airport, designated as the country’s second international gateway, is located on an island with very limited land mass for an international airport of this size. With airfield infrastructure consuming nearly all the available land, the concept of a “floating terminal” has been selected by the Maldivian Government for its innovative, exciting and eco-friendly approach. The proposed terminal is built entirely on stilts over water without reclamation to preserve the existing environment and the natural coastline.
The winning project was selected from a shortlist of 10 projects by a 'super-jury'¹ of the world's most influential architectural and urban designers, led by the distinguished Michael Sorkin.
The jury commended the project, saying “It represents a very beautiful and very clever way of rethinking the typology of airports, as the design addresses the fragility of the location and its environmental conditions. Floating on the water to protect the area’s delicate coral reefs, the terminal comprises a series of wave-like wooden trusses and features dramatic openings and views across the sea. It’s so joyous some holiday-makers may not want to leave the airport!”
In the same category, the Women’s Opportunity Center project in Rwanda, designed by Sharon Davis Design, was highly commended by the super-jury. The project’s design revives a lost Rwandan housing tradition, featuring social spaces from intimate classrooms to a farmer’s market and guest lodging. The innovative program also includes a demonstration area, helping local women produce and market their own goods, and in doing so help fuel the local economy.
The WAF Awards see unsung local buildings take on internationally acclaimed projects in what is the world’s biggest architecture contest. Unlike other architectural competitions, architects present their work in front of leading industry judges and a live public audience as they compete for the accolade of ‘World Building of the Year’, ‘Future Project of the Year’ and ‘Structural Project of the Year’.

This is the 4th year the World Architecture Festival Awards have been presented. Previous winners include ‘World Building of the Year 2008’ - Luigi Bocconi University, Milan, designed by Irish practice Grafton Architects; ‘World Building of the Year 2009’ - Mapungubwe Interpretation Centre in South Africa, designed by Peter Rich Architects of Johannesburg, and ‘World Building of the Year 2010’ - MAXXI (National Museum of the 21st Century Arts) in Rome, designed by Zaha Hadid Architects.
For more information visit: www.worldarchitecturefestival.com
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For further press information on the World Architecture Festival Awards contact: 

Alexandra King at FTI on +44(0)7730 092 459 or alexandra.king@fticonsulting.com
Philip Sorensen at FTI on +44 (0)7715 853 807 or philip.sorensen@fticonsulting.com
Joanna Spinks at FTI on +44 (0)7855 084 713 or joanna.spinks@fticonsulting.com 
Twitter: #waf2011
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/World-Architecture-Festival/123635294356986
Notes to editors
1. The World Architecture Festival Awards 2011 ‘super-jury’:

· Michael Sorkin, Principal of the Michael Sorkin Studio, New York;

· Jo Noero, Principal of Noero Wolff Architects, Cape Town;

· Professor Kongjian Yu, Principal of Turenscape, Beijing, a double category winner in previous WAF awards

· Tim Macfarlane, Design Partner, Dewhurst Macfarlane and Partners, UK
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